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SUPPLY  AND  PRICE  OF  SHELL  EGGS 

As  %  of  J950-54  Monf/i/y  Averages 
%  OF  AV.  PROD 


1950     1951      1952     1953     1954  1955 


♦   FEBKUAUr  DATA   IMCREASED  10%  TO  COmrEMSATE  FOR  SHORT  mOHTH 

O    AFTER  ADJUSTMEHT  FOR   HATCHIHC,   COHMERCIAL   BREAKIMC.   AMD  STORAGE  t   IN  THE  FOLLOWING  MONTH 


U.  S.   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  U9S- 55  O)      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


Movement  of  fresh  eggs  to  storage, 
to  commercial  egg  breaking  plants,  and 
to  hatcheries,  is  greatest  during  the 
flush  production  months  of  the  spring. 
The  remaining  springtime  supply  of 
eggs  for  consumption  as  shell  eggs  con- 
siderably exceeds  the  supply  in  other 


months. 

The  usual  seasonal  changes  in  egg 
prices  received  by  farmers  at  mid- 
month  are  related  to  these  changes  in 
seasonal  supply,  as  shown  in  the  chart 
above. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


AGRICULTURE  -  WASHIN6TON 
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m  F0DL3KT  KB)  WOO  SmATKa  AT  A  OLAKZ 


:                 t           >  : 

i: 

1  : 

t  t 

J                 t  Month 

J      Cblt     «    or  ••^luJT' 

:                 J           !  J 

2/ 

:  1955 

;  ^ 

::  NoDtb 
It  or 
:>  dAt* 

:t 

I  > 
:  1955  : 
:  t 
I 

Caaasnta  on 

eurrmt  ■Itoatloo 

SOQS 


Fan  prodnotloo  '  Mil.  dot. 


ATaraga  nuabar  of 
lajora  oo  fana  . 


Rate  of  lay  per  layer  . 

Apparent  disappearance 
of  ahell  eggs  per 
civilian  ft/   


Frozan  a^  prodootloo 
Drlad  aes  prodoatlco  . 


Nllllans 

Eggs 
MU.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 


Prloa  raoalTed  by 
fanara   iCt.par  do>. 


Prloa  raoalTad  by 
fanara  aa  a  paroant- 


Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan. 


Uoo.3     It56.6  hQo.9 


39^.7 
12.3 


362.6     390.1  : 
t 

ll*.3      IU.8  : 


?eb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 


1*27.9  '*5fl.'* 

386.1*  372.1* 
13.3  llt-S 


On  basis  of  daily  rate  of 
production,  February  con- 
siderably exceeds  January 


Dec. 

29 

5 

33 

U 

31* 

8  : 
I 

:  Jan. 

31 

7 

33 

3 

l/3'».8 

Dec. 

3 

0 

11 

1 

9 

8  : 

>  Jan. 

13 

1 

21 

9 

20.2 

Dec. 

1* 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3  » 

•  Jan. 

5 

9 

1 

7 

1-9 

1*1.1* 


1*6.3 


:  I 
! : 

32.2  >!  Feb. 
:  I 
t : 


37.3  '•5.7 


Jan . 

90 

lOl* 

71* 

It  Feb. 

91 

112 

99 

:  : 

Dec. 

67.0 

66.5 

51.5 

:t 

: :  Jan. 

59.2 

65.1 

50.1 

Igg-faad  prloa  ratio  . 

:  : 
..:    Lb.  faad  : 

Jan. 

11.6 

12.1 

8.5 

: : 

:t  Feb. 

10.6 

U.8 

10.1* 

Stookai 
BhaU  . 


39 . 5  ■ Sharp  spurt  in  January- 
'•  February 


.ittooa.oaasa 


NU.  lb. 


Cbloka  hatohad  by  00-  t 
■arolal  tetobarlaa  ....t  NUUooa 


Pnllata  not  yat  of 
lAjrlng  ae»  on  ttamm 

Fara  prloa  of  pooltrjr 
ratloD  ......*.•.•••• 


Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 

Dec. 


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  chickens,  live 

Broilers   

Farm  chickens   

All  chickens   


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  all  chickens  as 
a  percentage  of  parity 

Retail  price  of  broilers 
and  fryers  dressed 
(AM5)  6  ,   


Prloa  raoalvad  by 
faxBara  for  turkeys, 
Ur»   


WUloB 
Dol.par  ovtt 


Ct .  per  lb . : 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 


Percent 


276 
96.2 

53.'» 

38.9 

3.65 


89 
1*2.0 

116.2 

26.3 

3.82 


193       Feb.  1 
:> 

71*. 9  II  Feb.  1 
:  t 

87.1  :i  Jan. 


2U.9  :i  Feb.  1 
;  I 
:  I 

3.80  :i  Feb. 


285 
71*. 1 


75 
38.2 


235  t 
I 

65.9  : 
: 


77-6     11*0.1     111.1  iDeclines  from  year-earlier  ra- 
:  fleet  small  early-season 
I  interest  in  flock  replacements 

18.5       16.8  I 


21*. 5 

3.58 


3.86      3.80  : 


POOLIBI 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


28.7 
25.3 
27.1 


2U.6      2i».3  i: 
21.6  15.6 
23.8  22.2 


Feb.  28.2        22.6  25.2 

Feb.  25.6       21.7  18.8 

Feb.  27.2       22.1*  23.7 


: Broiler  prices  into  April  vlll 
be  baaed  on  marketings  smaller 
than  year-earlier 


80  76       Feb.  100  75  81 


Ct .  per  lb . :  Dec . 


,  iCt.  par  lb. :  jan . 


Stoeks: 


Pool'tary,  azelodiog 
tmtoya   t    Wl.  lb. 


Tarkays 


Broiler-feed  price 
ratio  J/   


Tnrkay-faed  prloa  ratio 

Average  weekly  place- 
ment of  chicks  in 
12  broiler  areas   


Nil.  lb. 

Lb.  faad 
Lb.  faad 

Nllllans 


I 

t  Jan . 
Jan. 


50.5 
35.5 

1  183.2 
1  96.9 


51.0  1*5.7 

33-2  26. U 

153.7  11*8. 9 

122.1  121.0 


Jan.           50.1       50.1  1*8.0 

Feb.           31*.!*       33.2  28.1 

Feb.  1      167.2  11*1.7  126.8 

Feb.  1     10l*.8  121*. 9  123.0 


Below  last  year,  despite  larger 

crop 


Jan. 
Jan. 


1».7 
8.7 


1*.7 
6.9 


ll*.2  13.0 


Feb. 
Feb. 


I  Feb. 


9.8 


''•3 
8.6 


U.9 
7.1* 


11*. 9  13.3 


1/  Except  where  data  are  for  December  in  which  cases  the  averages  are  for  191*3-52.    2/  Except  where  data  are  for  December  in  which 
cases  the  year  is  1953.    ^  Except  where  data  are  for  December  in  which  cases  the  year  is  I95I*.    }*/  This  series  has  been  changed 
from  that  appearing  in  issues  of  the  Situation,  previous  to  1955  and  now  represents  only  shell  eggs.    The  complete  series  for  1938- 5I* 
appeared  on  page  21*  of  PE3-175 .    ^  Preliminary.     6/  The  10-year  averages  in  this  line  are  not  precisely  comparable  to  the  averages 
for  the  individual  months,  because  prior  to  April  19l*9  this  item  was  reported  aa  "chickens,"  and  since  then  as  "broilers  and  fryers." 
2/  This  differs  from  the  ohicken-feed  price  ratio  formerly  appearing  in  this  table. 
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THE    FOl'LTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  ty  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Beard,  March  11;  1^55 

SUMMAT.y 


After  rising  sharply  during  the  last  half  of  January  and  the  first 
half  of  Fetruery,  egg  prices  w?re  generally  steacy  thi'ough  the  first  week 
of  March.    Prices  far:iers  vill  receive    for  eggs  in  the  next  6  months  prob- 
ahly  ■  vi2_i  average  higher  thaa  the  low  priced  of  a  year  earlier  (dioring 
January-March  195^,  prices  were  dropping  sharplv  aiid  subsequently  reached 
thr  lowest  levels  since  1950),    Fseas  jns  for  the  pi  ice  advance  are  not 
:;cncluPive.    Severe  w^ath^r  in  the  Hidv/est  which  reduced  rece:  pta  in 
terr.inal  inarkets^  probably  contributed.    Egg  production  in  January  and 
Fsbraary  vas  rising  seascually  and  for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  5  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier  in  January,  end  .^as  equal  to  last  year  in 
February . 

Egg  production  during  -^he  nexb  few  months  will  be  slightly  above 
a  year  earlier.    The  iiv:nber  cf  layei s  on  farms  March  1  v;as  slightly  above 
the  same  dace  last  year.    The  rete  cf  lay  per  bird  througn  February  1  was 
above  last  year,  bat  on  March  1  was  6  percent  below  March  1,  195^^    I"t  is 
likely  to  be  about  the  aanie  as  last  year  in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 

Farniers  •  February  1  intentions  were  to  buy  l9  percent  fewer  chicks 
for  laying  flock  replaceraect  thar.  last  year.    Tne  rise  in  egg  prices  in 
Februrxy  may  lead  farmers  to  buy  more  citijiics  than  they  had  planned.  But 
hatchings  for  flock  repla:,eraent  early  this  season  were  substantially 
below  195^.    On  February  1,  lit  percenc  fewer  eggs  were  in  incubators  than 
a  year  earlier.    All  of  the  decline  was  in  eggs  for  replacement  stock. 
Broiler  activity  was  above  the  year-ago  level. 

Broiler  prices  continued  high  enough  into  March  to  induce  in- 
creases in  placements „    The  mid-February  price  received  by  farmers  was 
25.2  cents  per  pound.    The  broiler-feed  price  ratio  of  4,9  (pounds  of 
broiler  ration  which  could  be  bought  by  one  potuad  of  live  broiler)  com- 
pared with  an  average  of  U^3  pounds  for  195^1.    Chick  placements  and  eggs 
sfit  in  incubators  in  specialized  broiler  producing  areas  in  recent  weeks 
have  been  slightly  above  a  year  ago.    Last  year's  placements  resulted  in 
prices  unsatisfactory  to  producers. 

The  outlook  for  1955  turkey  production  is  still  subject  to  change 
from  farmers'  early  intentions,  which  in  January  were  to  produce  about 
the  seme  number  of  heavy -type  turkeys  as  last  year  and  11  percent  fewer 
light-breed  turkeys.    Current  data  on  ni:imbers  of  turkeys  tested  for  in- 
clusion in  breeding  flocks,  and  hatchery  activity,  axe  fairly  consistent 
with  these  intentions.    But  there  is  still  time  for  farmers  to  change 
their  plans. 


Sj-iarp  Contra.seasonai  Ri.se 
For  Ffabruarv  Ek£  Prices 

U.  S.  average  e,?g  prdcce  received  by  farmers  ir  mid-February  were 
39.5  cents  per  dozen^  7.3  ceni-s  above  mid-- January  but  about  6  cents  lower 
than  in  February  1954.    From  April  1954  to  January  1955,  farmers »  prices 
ranged  from  37.4  to  52,2  cents  per  dozen,  10  to  almost  21  cents  below 
corresponding  prices  of  the  pre'/ious  year.    The  higher  price  level  has 
continued  into  March.    Cti  March  9,  for  example,  Iowa  farmers  were  receiv- 
ing 38-39  cents  per  dozen  for  grade  A  large  eggs,  contrasted  v,dth  24-25 
cents  per  dozen  2  months  earlier  and  32-3^  cents  on  March  12j  1954.  Egg 
prices  at  other  levels  of  trade  also  have  increared. 

The  rise  in  egg  prices  began  in  the  last  ha?  f  of  January,  when  pro- 
duction v;as  incr^^asmg  seasonally  (r-ltnough  weekly  receipts  of  eggs  in 
terminal  markets  declined  and  shell  eggs  were  beginning  to  move  into  storage) 
The  initial  prej<eure  toward  higher  prices  began  shortly  after  mid-January, 
at  a  time  when  weather  was  severe  and  when  thei^e  was  a  spurt  of  activity 
in  the  futures  market.    On  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange,  the  January  1955 
egg  future  contract  rose  from  about  28  cents  per  dozen  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month  to  almost  32  cents  per  dozen  by  the  last  day  of  trading. 

During  parts  of  January  and  into  February,  storms  and  cold  weather 
in  the  Midwest    held  back  egg  marketings.    On  "both  Januarjr  1  and  February  1, 
however,  egg  output  on  farms  was  5  percent  above  the  same  dates  in  1954. 
But  on  Marcn  1  production  v;as  4  percent  under  a  year  earlier,  partly  on 
account  of  a  6  percent  lower  rate  of  J.ay  per  bird. 

Rising  demand  also  may  have  contributed  to  the  Januar^-^February 
price  increase.    Consumers »  incomes  turned  upward  last  fall  and  continued 
to  rise  into  the  first  quarter  of  1955. 

Short-Run  Price  Prospects  Cepend  On 
Balance  Betwec^in'  22iIilSIi.'^ 


Storage  Demapd,.  Flock  Replacement 

Part  of  the  strength  m  egg  prices  is  due  to  expectations  of  a 
smaller  supply  of  eggs  next  fall.    In  each  of  the  past  5  months  fewer 
pullets  than  a  year  earlier  were  started  for  laying  flock  replacement  and 
on  February  1,  14  percent  fevrer  eggs  than  a  year  ago  were  in  the  incubators 
of  commercial  hatcheries.    Consequently,  fewer  new  pullets  will  be  add^d 
to  laying  flocks  from  now  through  about  Aug-ast  than  in  the  same  period  of 
1954.    If  the  hatch  continues  small  in  line  with  farmers*  February  1  in- 
tentions to  purchase  18  percent  fewer  chicks  than  last  year,  additions  of 
pullets  to  laying  flocks  next  fall  may  also  be  low, 

V/ith  the  present  leVel  of  consumption  and  the  prospective  level 
of  production,  prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  next  6  months  probably 
will  be  above  a  year  earlier,  though  they  may  decline  from  the  early-Maroh 
level.    The  level  of  egg  prices  to  early  may  lead  farmer©  to  buy  more 
chicks  than  they  had  originally  planned^ 
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Tatle  3. 

-  Eggs  J 
to 

v/eekly 
dats  with 

receipts  at  selected 
year -earlier  compai'l 

markets 
sons 

,  January  1955 

Week 

1  Boston 

\      Nev  Y 

ork       1  Chicago 

;  Phila- 

:      del phi a 

:  Los 

:  Angelas 

ending  l/ 

;  i95i+ 

i  1955 

*  1954  : 

1955  i  1954 

;  1954 

:  1955 

:  1954 

;  1955 

r  Thous. 

Thoue . 

-  Thous. 

Thous.  Thous. 

Thous . 

Thous. 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

!  casas 

cases 

cnses 

caseii.  cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Jan.  1 

e 

15 
22 
29 

!  27.0 

:  27.5 
2ii.9 

.  25.0 

•  29.3 

36,7 
31^1 
30.1 
25.6 
31.5 

83.2 
107.8 
92.6 

91.3 

lOC.l 

95.2  66.2 
92.9  69.8 
106.7  77.1 
106.6  68.4 
37.6  74,1 

55.7 
6i+.2 
91.1 

77.3 
62.1 

20.9 

28.3 
24. 9 

25.1 
24.6 

19.6 

26,5 

2''.  8 

30.7 
23.6 

53.9 
43.6 
39.2 
38,6 
39.1 

45.8 

43.6 
47.8 

62.3 
54.2 

Fet).  5 

12 
19 

26  J 

21. h 
21.6 

25,8 

30.7 
24.7 
29-4 
27.9 

100.3 

95.1 
103.8 

97.5 

106.1  69.3 
83.1  67.8 
75.7     68. U 
91.7  53.3 

61,7 
61.5 
58.7 
63. i+ 

26.9 

27.1 
2'=.8 
22.8 

25.5 
23.6 

23.3 
23.4 

34.8 
42.4 
32.7 
34.7 

49.1 
37.1 

40,7 
38.6 

Mar .    5  : 

12  ; 

19  : 
26  : 

25.1 
31.9 
27.3 

28.2 

27-8 

97.2 
IIU.5 
106.1 
114.9 

96.8  77.'+ 
85.9 
88.-^ 

82.5 

66.8 

25.3 
27.6 

25.2 

29-3 

25.1 

35.2 
38.5 
38.3 

4^4.1 

Apr.     2  ; 

9  2/: 
16  3/: 

30.9 
29.1 

107.5 
120.3 

105. 8 

95.0 

97.3 
39.8 

26.2 
25.8 
30.6 

44.4 

39.1 
42.2 

1/  Dates  are  for  1955;  1954,  corresponding  weeks. 
2/  Week  preceding  Easter  Sunday,  1955. 
3/  V/eek  preceding  Easter  Sunday,  1954. 


March;  April,  Egg  Production 
I.iliely  to  Exceed  195 -*• 

On  MsLrch  1,  1955,  2  percent  more  layers  were  on  farms  than  last 
year.    Numbers  are  likely  to  continue  sligiitly  ahove  a  year  earlier  for 
the  next  few  months,  while  rate  of  lay  per  bird  in  the  spring  is  likely 
to  be  about  at  1954  levels.    Therefore,  the  monthly  output  of  eggs  during 
April  and  May  is  likely  to  be  slightly  above  1954. 

January  and  early  February  egg  production  was  considerably  larger 
than  the  year  before.    On  February  1,  output  was  5  percent  above  the  1954 
date,  the  result  of  l"*"  percent  more  layers  than  last  February  1,  and  al- 
most a  4  percent  increase  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird.    During  January,  egg 
production  was  5  percent  larger  than  last  year,  also  mostly  due  to  higher 
rate  of  lay. 
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Table  5  •-  Shell  eggs:    Farm  production  and  effective  supply,  and  average 
price  received  by  fanners,  monthly,  1950  to  date 

(including  data  for  cover  chart) 


Months 

;  Total 

Tear 

February 

-\  and 
■  average 

;  3/ 

:  Jan. 

•     1,    ;  2, 

Max. 

Apr .  :  Maj' 

:  June    :  July 

Aug. 

;  Sept. 

:  Oct. 

Hov. 

:  Dec . 

:  Hil. 
:  dor. 

Mil.  Mil. 
dox .        doz . 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil .       Mil . 
doz .       doz . 

Mil .       Mil . 
doz .       doz . 

Mil. 
doz . 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil. 
doz . 

Mil. 
doz . 

Mil. 
doz . 

Mil. 
doz. 

(a)  Farm  production 


U36.5 
H22.5 

U52.8 
1*56.6 
U80.9 


1*33-6 
1*31.1 

1*72.3 
l*J*l*.o 
1*58.1* 


1*77.0 
1*71*.  2 
519.5 
1*88.1* 
501*. 2 


520.2 
513 
532.2 
521*.  9 
551.7 


509.2 
503.1* 
512.2 
508.3 
525.0 


U91.8 
1*90.2 
1*91*. 8 
1*90.9 
510.1* 


1*16.  U 
1*21.8 
1*15.9 
1*21*.  3 
1*1*3.1 


375.0 
378.8 
369.3 
392.0 
1*01*. 2 


3'*3.6 
31*2.8 
3U3.8 
368.3 
387.3 


320.6 
328.2 
31*0.1 
355.9 
391.2 


337.2 
351.6 
36U.2 
389.5 
»*23.7 


338.5 
359.2 
372.5 
U03.U 
1*30.5 


372 
395 
1*17 
1*39 
1*65. 


1*,  938.0 
l*,98l.8 
5,129-2 
5,237-8 
5,1*93-6 


1*1*3.0     1*1*7-9     '*92.7     528.5     511.6     U95.6     l*2l*.3     383.9     357.2     3^*7.2     373-2     380.8     U18.1  5,156.1 

(b)  SggB  used  for  comerci&l  breaking 

26.1 
10.6 
9.U 
9.9 
9.6 

13.1 


1950 

:  35-2 

58.7 

6U.6 

93-2 

90.0 

1951 

:  17.7 

27.0 

29-7 

60.0 

65.2 

1952 

.  18.2 

37.5 

1*1.2 

1*8.8 

U9.6 

1953 

11*. 0 

36.6 

1*0.3 

52.1 

57.1* 

195^ 

23-1* 

37.2 

1*0.9 

72.1* 

66.2 

1955 

21.8 

ATarsge 

65-3 

65.7 

1950-51* 

21.7 

39. 

1*3-3 

1950 

17-1 

32-1 

35.3 

39-9 

30.1 

1951  : 

19-3 

32. u 

35.6 

1*2.6 

36. U 

1952  : 

22.7 

31*. 9 

38. U 

39-3 

29-2 

1953 

20.2 

32.9 

36.2 

37.9 

30.1* 

1951*  : 

22.8 

36.7 

1*0.1* 

1*0.2 

29.3 

1955  : 

19.3 

Average  : 

33-8 

1*0.0 

1950-51*: 

20.1* 

37.2 

31-1 

100.8 

7U.5 

1*6.8 

68.2 

38.6 

17.6 

55-1* 

38.1 

17-1 

56.1* 

U5.3 

17.3 

56.5 

1*3-9 

19-3 

67.5 

1*5.1 

23.6 

17.3 

7-9 

1*.9 

2.0 

563.2 

5.9 

3-1* 

2.1* 

1.8 

321.0 

8.6 

5.1* 

l*-7 

5.1 

301.6 

6.3 

7-1 

6.6 

11.5 

321*. 1 

7-6 

8.9 

6.7 

6.7 

362.1 

9-1 

6.5 

5.1 

5-1* 

371*.  1* 

(c)  Eggs  used  for  hatching 


1U.7 
19-2 
15.7 
18.0 
16.9 


16.9 


10.8 

9.1 

8.8 

9-0 

8.5 

8.2 

ll*.l 

10.7 

9-2 

9-9 

10.0 

10.1* 

11. U 

9-3 

9.5 

10.3 

10.5 

11.3 

12.8 

10.8 

10.3 

11.6 

12.8 

13-8 

1U.2 

U.8 

11.7 

10.2 

10.2 

U.O 

12.7 

10.3 

9-9 

10.2 

10.1* 

10.9 

11.5 

ii*.6 
1U.9 
16. i* 
13.0 


203 

232 

222 
231 
231 


ll*.l  22l*.l 


1950  : 

8.1 

10.6 

11.7 

16.8 

25.5 

38.0 

7.6 

-15.1 

-17.8 

-30.3 

-31-7 

1951  : 

1.2 

2.5 

2.8 

l*-5 

19.9 

33-3 

10.3 

-  U.7 

-19.6 

-19-7 

-12.9 

1952  : 

2.9 

21.1 

23  2 

19.6 

17.6 

p.o 

5.2 

-18.9 

-16.8 

-13.8 

-21.3 

1953 

-  1.0 

3.8 

1*.2 

3-8 

13-2 

18.1* 

2.5 

-  9.1* 

-ia.2 

-10.0 

-  6.2 

1951* 

-  .1* 

1.8 

2.0 

9-2 

8.6 

18.6 

8.7 

-  6.1 

-12.1 

-  5.9 

--5.9 

1955 

1-3 

Average  : 

6.9 

-10.8 

-15.6 

1950-51*: 

2.2 

8.0 

8.8 

10.8 

17.0 

27.7 

-15.5 

-15.9 

-13.2 

-  8.9 
-18.2 

-  U.5 

-  9-3 


-  .8 

-  2.7 

-  7.2 
-1.1* 

-  U.O 


-10.8     -  3.2 


-  1.2 
3.5 
2.3 

-  1.6 

3.1* 


1.3 


(e)  Net  effective  supply  5/ 


332.2 
369.2 
378.8 
370.7 
382.7 


365-1* 
1*06.1 
U16.7 
1*07.7 
1*20.9 


370.3 
1*06. 3 
1*21*.  5 
1*31.1 
1*29.9 


363-6 
381.9 
1*15.8 

1*07.3 
1+20.9 


338.3 
369-5 
393-7 
396-1 
1*18.1* 


323-5 
358.8 
361.2 
363-7 
376.3 


331*. 2 
355-2 
361.8 
373.3 
379.2 


326.5 
31*2.6 
31*1-7 
359.3 
378.1 


32U.6 
332.1 
335-0 
3U8.O 
379-3 


352.5 
351.1 
369.6 
375.8 
1*10.5 


338.6 
355.3 
371*.  7 
387.5 
1*22.1 


359.3 
382.0 
1*05.1 
U12.6 
1*50.0 


1*,170.6 
1*, 1*32. 2 
1*, 607.1* 
l*,680.8 
1*, 903.2 


376.1 
381*.3 
1*03.0 
1*19.6 
1*10.8 
1*38.5 

398. 8     366.7     1*03. U     1*12.1*     397.9     383-6     356.7    360.7     31*9-6      31*3-8     371.9     375-6     1*01.8  1*,558.9 
(f)  Average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs,  mldHnonth,  per  dozen 

Cents     Cents     Cents     Cents    Cents     Cents       Cents     Cents     Cents     Cents  Cents 


Cents 

31.2 
1*2.6 
1*0.5 
1*5.8 
1*6.3 
32.2 

1*1.3 


Cents 

29-6 
Ul.l* 
31*. 7 
1*2.0 
1*5.7 
39.5 

38.7 


^.6 

1*3. 7 
31*. 0 
1*4.7 
38.7 


30.9 
1*3.2 
35.2 
1*5.5 
35.0 


29.6 
1*5.2 
34.2 
1*5.9 
33-1 


30.1 
1*1*. 7 
35.7 
1*5.7 
33.0 


34.3 

1*6.6 

1*3-3 
1*7.7 
34.5 


38.0 
1*9.6 
1*8.2 
50.2 
37.1* 


1*0. 1» 

55.0 
1*8.7 
51.1* 
33.8 


1*3.2 
55.6 

50.3 
53-2 
32.1* 


1*5.8 
56.5 
51-9 
1*9-7 
33-9 


57.7 
51.1 
1+6.6 
1*8.5 
32.7 


36.3 
1*7.8 
1*1.6 
1*7.6 
36.U 


36.5      38.0      37.6      37.8     1*1.3      ^.7      45.9        1*6.9     1*7.6      1*7-3  1*1.9 


1/  As  reported.    2/  Adjusted  for  length  of  month  for  better  ccoparabiilty  with  other  months.    ^  Monthly  totals  and 
averages  do  oot  necessarily  add  to  yearly  figures  due  to  rounding.    The  average  price  for  1954  is  a  simple  average,  other 
years  are  veighted  by  monthly  sales-    hj  Plus  sign  indicates  net  into-storage  movement;  minus  sign  indicates  net  out-of- 
storage  nwvenient.    5/  production  minus  eggs  xised  for  breaking  and  hatching,  plus  or  mlnxis  storage  movement. 
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By  Jxtne  or  thereabouts,  la;vi.ng  flock  ni-mbers  f.re  likely  to  reflect  ' 
the  reduction  in  the  n^umber  of  replacement  chicks  hatched  in  recent  months  ^  1 
compared  vrith  a  year  ego.    The  April  Crop  Report  v,lll  contain  the  estimate 
of  the  April  ]  nuiriber  of  young  chickens  on  farms  for  both  1955  and  1954,  ^ 
to  indicate  the  extent,  of  farmers-  purchases  to  date  of  chicks  for  early-  ■ 
season  laying  flock  replaceme:at. 

Any  decline  frcm  last  year  in  numbers  of  layers  this  summer  is 
likely  to  be  partly  offset  by  continued  increased  rates  of  lay.    In  the 
past,  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  for  July-September  has  increased  an  average 
of  almost  2  percent  each  year^    Rates  of  increase  in  the  4  months  follow- 
ing September  have  been  higher,    ThJ.s  is  showi  more  fully" in  the  charts 
appearing  m  another  section  of  this  issue. 


Table  6,-  Layers  on  farms:    First -of -month  number s^ 195 <  to  date,  and  percentage 
relationships  to  January  1  and  to  preceding  month  1/ 


'.         Hens  and  laying 

[    N'umbers  o 

f  hens  and 

Niunbers 

of  hens 

and 

pullets  on 

farms, 

la.jdng  pu 

llets  as  a 

laying  pullets 

as  a 

first  day 

percentage  of  Jan a  1 

percentage  of  numbers 

Month 

of  month 

potential  layers 

[  first  of  preceding  montl 

=  1952  : 

1953  : 

1954  : 

1955  ; 

1952 

:1953 

» 

-.1954  :1^55  = 

1952: 

1953 

:  1954: 

1955 

:  Ml. 

MiLv 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pct^ 

Pet.  Potj. 

Pctj. 

Pct^. 

Jan. 

388.0 

379.5 

387.3 

397.0 

92 

94 

94  94 

102 

100 

101 

iOl 

Feb.  ; 

380.8 

368,8 

378.0 

383.2 

91 

91 

91  91 

98 

97 

98 

97 

Mar. 

369.7 

356.8 

366.8 

375.0 

88 

88 

89  89 

97 

97 

97 

98 

Apr. 

350.8 

342.6 

352.3 

84 

85 

35 

95 

96 

96 

May 

332.7 

327.1 

334.6 

79 

81 

81 

95 

95 

95 

June 

315.2 

309,6 

320.5 

75 

77 

78 

95 

95 

96 

July 

297.2 

296.6 

306.5 

71 

73 

74 

94 

96 

96 

Aug.  : 

287.5 

288.9 

303.3 

68 

72 

73 

97 

97 

99 

Sept.  : 

301.4 

300.3 

323.9 

72 

74 

78 

105 

104 

107 

Oct.  : 

339.7 

339.3 

367.5 

81 

84 

89 

113 

113 

113 

Nov,  ; 

363.7 

366. 6 

383.9 

87 

91 

93 

107 

108 

104 

Dec.  : 

378.2 

383.7 

391.7 

90 

95 

95 

104 

105 

102 

1/  These  data  do  not  fully  reflect  revisions,  released  March  11,  1955^  pf  1953  and 
subsequent  data. 


After  September,  the  number  of  layers  vd.ll  be  influenced  by  chicks 
hatched  in  April  and  thereafter.    The  number  of  chicks  hatched  vdll  be  I 
affected  by  changes  in  prices  received  by  farmers. 

In  1954,  March  was  the  largest  single  month  of  chick  output,  rather 
than  April  as  is  usual.    Because  the  1954  hatch  for  laying  flock  replace- 
ment was  thus  earlier  than  average,  there  is  a  belief  that  some  layers 
currently  in  flocks  may  end  their  laying  season  earlier  than  usual  in  1955. 
However,  many  highly-bred  strains  of  laying  stock  are  now  capable  of  12  or 
13  months  of  sustained  egg  production.    Such  birds  will  still  be  laying 
after  the  time  at  which  yearling  layers  would  normally  be  moved  to  make 
room  for  the  current  year's  pullets. 
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Table  ?.-  Hens  and  pullets  on  farms,  comparisons  at 
selected  dates,  1950  to  date 


Item 

;  Unit 

:  1950  ; 

1951 : 

1952  ; 

• 

1953 : 

1954 

P*ullet8  on  farms 

(a)  Oct.  1,  laying  and  not  laying 

;  Mil. 

:  301 . 

320.7 

293.0 

312.3 

325.5 

(b)  Jan.  1  follovlng;  laying 

Mil. 

2UI1. 3 

230.0 

255.1 

260.3 

(c)  (b)  as  a  percentage  of  (a) 

:  Pet. 

:  78 

76 

78 

82 

80 

Hens  on  farms 

(a)  October 

Mil. 

191.6 

185.8 

185.3 

170.6 

175.9 

(b)  Jan.  1  following 

Mil. 

1U6.3 

1^3.7 

1^9.5 

132.1 

131.0 

(c)  (b)  as  a  percentage  of  (a) 

Pet. 

76 

77 

81 

11 

\  1 

74 

Hens  on  farms,  given  date,  as  a  per- 

centage of  Jan.  1  pul lets 

(a)  Oct.  1 

Pet. 

67 

70 

67 

67 

62 

(b)  Jan.  1  following 

Pet. 

51 

5^ 

5^ 

52 

47 

Chickens  raised 

Mil. 

635.1 

663.5 

617.0 

609.3 

620.8 

Percentage  of  sexed  pullets  in 

farmers'  chick  purchases 

Pet. 

32 

33 

37 

42 

43 

Pullets  on  farms  Jan.  1  following  : 

as  a  percentage  of  chickens  raised 

Pet.  : 

k2 

h2 

U6 

U7 

NUMBER 


EGGS  LAID  1st  DAY  OF  EACH  MONTH 
PER  100  LAYERS 


JAN. 


FEB. 


MAR. 

^^^^  1  1  1  1  1 

JUNE 


1940  1950 


950 


I  '  '  I 


AUG. 


1940         1950  1940         1950  1960 

►•EG    I<  77-  5  5  '2.     AGRICULTURAL   MARrETI^G  SERVICE 
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Table  8  .-  Annual  egg  production  per  bird,  alternative  baseB, 
and  supporting  data,  1909  to  date 


EfiA  production  per  bird  during  the  year 


Year 

:  Total 
:  egg 
:  production 

on  farms 
:  during 
:    the  year 

Hens  and 

pvillets 
(laying  and 

not  yet 
laying)  on 
farms  Jan.  1 

Average 
number 
of  layers 
on  farms 
for  the 
year 

Per  hen 

and 
pullet 

on 
farms 
Jan.  1 

Based  on 
average 
number  of 
layers  on 
farms 
during 
the  year 

Sum  of  12 
monthly  figures 
on  egg 
production 
per  100  layers 

reduced  to  a 
per  layer  basis 

Milliona 

Millions 

Millions 

Number 

Number 

Number 

1909 

:  25,300 

305 

83 

1910 

:  27,000 

319 

85 

1911 

:  29,UOO 

342 

86 

1912 

:  28,300 

329 

00 

1913 

:  28,100 

327 

86 

191'* 

27,900 

328 

85 

1915 

29,900 

340 

88 

1916 

28,800 

331 

87 

1917 

27,700 

322 

86 

1918 

28,000 

326 

86 

1919 

30,500 

351 

87 

1920 

29,700 

341 

87 

1921 

30,800 

332 

93 

1922 

33,000 

->cl. 

354 

93 

1923 

35,000 

372 

9k 

1924 

34,592 

390 

89 

1925 

34,969 

391 

311 

90 

112 

114 

1926  ; 

37,248 

394 

315 

95 

118 

120 

1927 

38,627 

415 

330 

93 

117 

118 

1928 

36,659 

427 

326 

91 

119 

119 

1929 

37,921 

404 

318 

94 

119 

121 

1930 

39,067 

420 

322 

93 

121 

122 

1931  : 

38,532 

402 

303 

96 

127 

129 

1932  : 

36,298 

306 

299 

9k 

121 

123 

1933  : 

35,514 

391 

300 

91 

118 

120 

1934  : 

34,429 

385 

291 

89 

118 

119 

1935  : 

33,609 

350 

276 

96 

122 

124 

1936  : 

3^,534 

363 

285 

95 

121 

123 

1937  : 

37,564 

380 

288 

99 

130 

131 

1938  : 

37,356 

353 

276 

106 

135 

137 

1939  : 

38,843 

376 

290 

103 

134 

136 

19^  : 

39,707 

393 

297 

101 

13^ 

135 

19^1  : 

41,894 

381 

301 

uo 

139 

l42 

19^2  : 

4o,olO 

42o 

342 

111. 

l42 

1  1  r- 

145 

19^3  : 

54,5^7 

489 

383 

112 

142 

144 

19hk  : 

58,537 

524 

396 

112 

148 

148 

19^5  : 

56,221 

47U 

369 

119 

152 

153 

19^6  : 

55,962 

473 

358 

118 

156 

157 

19'+7  : 

55,384 

431 

3^5 

128 

160 

161 

19J+8  : 

54,899 

4i8 

332 

131 

166 

167 

1949  : 

56,154 

399 

331 

141 

170 

171 

1950  *: 

58,73'* 

424 

342 

139 

172 

173 

1951  : 

59,265 

410 

339 

lUk 

175 

176 

1952  : 

60,985 

420 

342 

178 

179 

1953  : 

62,323 

404 

341 

18^ 

184 

195'+  1/  : 

65,375 

414 

355 

158 

184 

185 

1955  1/  : 

422 

1/  Preliminary.' 
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Te.ble  10.-  Farmers"  intentions  to  buy  chicks  for  le.yinG  fleck 
replaoenent,  1955  and  related  data 


Geogrephic 
division 

    — 

•  Chickens 

raisod 

•  -■  n   "  C  ^ti  . 
■  — —    '  ^ 

F^illets 
on  fams, 
Jan.  1, 

1955 

"n tended 
"purchases" 

fcr  1955  : 

as  a  [ 
percent 
of  1954  ] 

1*1  « 

In  1 

I  i  J-  X  . 

1     -  V  . 

TO  A 

J-i  .  0 

1 

.  .XU.wlJ.C    il  V.  J  oLl  clC 

f-L.  1 

'J-U  .  ( 

Oh 

E.  TI.  Central  ; 

123.0 

59.5 

78 

N.  Central 

lt2 . 6 

82,6 

72 

:outh  Atlantic  : 

64.0 

26.3 

89 

E.  S.  Central  : 

50.2 

19.0 

85 

3.  Central  : 

5U.5 

20.  7 

;:c''Jintc;in 

18.2 

t  .8 

91 

Pacific  ; 

42.1 

22.3 

90 

United  States  : 

62Q.8 

29c.  9 

82 

Di-Dtritution  of  chick 
TDurch&ses  1/ 


actual 


Gexed 
pullets 


Strai  ght 
run 


1955,  intended 


Sexed 
pullets 


Straight 
run 


Pet . 

71 
55 
52 
hS 

27 
kl 

18 

33 
58 

43 


24 
4c 
42 

43 
70 

55 
78 
60 
39 
51 


Jr  C'C  ■ 

66 

57 
53 
48 

25 

39. 
16 

61 
42 


Fct. 

31 
39 
4x 
44 
73 
57 
81 
64 
36 

53 


1/  Cockerel  chicks  are  the  remainder  which,  vhen  addei  to  "sexed  pullets"  and 
straight  run"  will  comprise  100  percent  of  f arirers '  purchases  .of  chicks,  exclud- 
ing chicks  for  specialized  commercial  troiler  enterprises.    Although  it  is  in- 
:  mgru.cus  to  include  sexed  cock.erels  with  chicks  fcr  laying  flock  replacement, 
..ey  are  best  reported  here  to  complete  the  statistical  picture. 


The  January  1  data  recarding  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  indicate, 
that  the  accelerated  ciuLling  of  layers  noted  ;in  the  last  3  months,  of  1954 
was  mostly  among  the  hens  in  the  flock,  not  among  the  pullets.  '   Table  7 
indicates  that,  compared  with  other  recent  years,  fewer  tnan  average  hens, 
but  re_atively  more  pullets,  remain  in  flocks. 

Fewer  Early -Season  Pullets 
for  Ls-ying  Fleck  Replacement 

From  December  1954  through  Fe'.ruary,  the  hatching  of  egg-laying 
type  chicks  fcr  flock  replacement  was  far  below  a  year  earlier.    This  is 
consistent  with  farmers'  intentions,  as  of  about  February  1,  to  purchase 
82  percent  as  many  replacement  chicks  this  year  as  last.    According  to 
their  intentions ^  farmers  also  plan  to  buy  a  smaller  proportion  of  sexed 
pullets . 


In  past  years,  the  rate  of  hatching  replacement  chicks  has  changed 
during  the  hatching  season  in  response  to  economic  conditions.    If  egg 
prices  through  the  remainder  of  the  spring  hold  near  the  level  of  early 
March,  fajoaers  may  purchase  more  chir«.kr;  thsii  they  planned  .in  February. 


Tatlii  11.     Chickens  raised  and  related  data,  1925  t,o  date 


Chickens 
raised 


Egg-feed 
price 
rstio 
( weignted 
average) 
3/ 


A 8  a  peroe ntage  or  previous  ye ar 


Inten- 
tions 
to  raise 
chickens 
2/ 


Egg- feed 
price 
ratio 

1/ 


Chickens 
raised 


Pullets 
laying  and 
not  yet 
laying  on 
farms  Jan.l 
f olloving 


:  Mil'. 

Lb. 

Pc  c . 

Fct . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet 

1925 

:  679 

12.9 

102 

103 

:  713 

13.5 

105 

106 

1927 

:  750 

13-^ 

99 

104 

1920 

:  7C0 

12  2 

91 

93 

1929 

:  751 

IS  .1 

107 

107 

1930 

:  777 

13.8 

105 

io4 

1931 

709 

10  6 

77 

91 

94 

1932 

736 

11.6 

.  109 

104 

107 

103 

1933  : 

750 

1^.3 

123 

102 

99 

100 

193^  : 

6kk 

10  Q 

76 
1  0 

P>Q 

1935  : 

658 

11. u 

105 

102 

105 

107 

1936  : 

715 

13.1 

109 

113 

110 

1937  : 

601 

72 

84 

86 

86 

1938  : 

651 

11. k 

121 

108 

113 

113 

1939  : 

697 

12.6 

1 

1  C)7 
J.U  i 

J.07 

19^0  : 

63^+ 

lO.k 

9b 

83 

91 

98 

94 

19^1 

7^5 

11.5 

109 

111 

118 

113 

lib 

19^2  : 

dhk 

13.2 

112 

115 

113 

108 

115 

I9U3  : 

1,001 

14.7 

116 

111 

119 

114 

110 

832 

11.2 

83 

76 

63 

82 

86 

19^5  \ 

890 

12.8 

96 

114 

107 

114 

107 

19^6  : 

738 

11.9 

86 

93 

83 

61 

87 

19^7  : 

719 

11.3 

9^ 

95 

97 

100 

99 

19^+8  : 

615 

9-8 

80  . 

37 

86 

90 

93 

19^+9  : 

705 

12.7 

107 

130 

115 

1C8 

111 

1950  \ 

635 

9.6 

88 

76 

90 

95 

92 

1951  : 

663 

11.1+ 

96 

119 

104 

105 

105 

1952  : 

617 

9-1 

90 

30 

93 

90 

92 

1953  : 

609 

11.3 

96 

124 

99 

106 

111 

195^^  : 

3/621 

10.91' 12. 3) 

100 

96 

3/102 

99 

103 

1955  : 

if/  (9.M 

82 

I/Weights  are  as  follows:     Preceding  Kovemher,  1;  preceding  December,  2; 
January,  3;  February,  4;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1.     2/  Literally,  intentions 
CO  p-orchase  chicks  for  laying  flock  rep]  aoerrjent .     3/  Preliminary.    4/  For  1955, 
November  through  February;  comparable  1954  in  parenthesis. 
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Table  12.-  Chickens  raised,  and  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  by  regions,  ISh'i  to  date 


:  Chickens  raised 

Chickens  raised 

Intentions 

Chickens  raised 

Intentions 

Intentions 

to  raise 

to  raise 

to  raise 

Percent- 

chickens as 

Percent- 

chickens as 

Percent - 

chickens  as 

Year 

:  !l\anber 

age  of 

a  percent- 

Kumber 

age  of 

a  percent- 

Number 

age  of 

a  ; percent- 

previous 

age  of 

previous 

age  of 

previous 

age  of 

year 

previous 

year 

previous 

year 

previous 

year 

year 

year 

:  Mil. 

Fez. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

New  £,ngland 

Middle  Atlantic 

East  North  Central 

19^3 

':  34 

121 

132 

94 

131 

123 

184 

n3 

no 

19*^^ 

:  31 

91 

30 

80 

35 

74 

154 

84 

84 

19^5 

:  31 

100 

91+ 

90 

112 

no 

171 

in 

92 

19^^ 

:  23 

71+ 

68 

69 

T( 

59 

140 

82 

31 

19^*7 

:  26 

113 

93 

68 

99 

103 

136 

97 

92 

19^+3 

2k 

92 

81 

61 

90 

34 

n5 

35 

79 

19*^9 

:  29 

121 

111 

74 

121 

n4 

135 

n7 

99 

1950 

29 

100 

105 

67 

91 

91 

124 

92 

85 

1951 

31 

107 

lUO 

76 

113 

100 

126 

102 

92 

1952 

106 

96 

73 

96 

95 

n3 

94 

87 

1953  : 

35 

105 

99 

75 

103 

100 

n9 

101 

90 

195^+  1/  : 

34 

99 

100 

72 

96 

103 

123 

104 

94 

1955  : 

37 

94 

78 

\,'est 

Korth  Central 

South  Atlantic 

East  South  Central 

19^*3  : 

286 

116 

112 

108 

119 

126 

89 

114 

125 

191+4  : 

239 

84- 

87 

93 

86 

88 

73 

82 

.  83 

19^+5  : 

251 

105 

90 

92 

99 

107 

74 

101 

96 

191^6  : 

215 

86 

Ok 

30 

37 

95 

69 

93 

.  99 

191*7  : 

210 

98 

91 

75 

94 

93 

65 

94 

95 

I9I+B  : 

160 

76 

71 

69 

92 

94 

61 

94 

89 

191+9  : 

137 

117 

102 

73 

106 

105 

66 

103 

107 

1950  : 

168 

90 

83 

66 

90 

92 

57 

86 

98 

1951  : 

173 

103 

88 

68 

103 

102 

57 

100 

101 

1952  : 

152 

38 

86 

67 

99 

103 

55 

96 

99 

1953  : 

157 

103 

92 

63 

93 

98 

51 

93 

■  93 

1954  1/  : 

163 

IOI+ 

94 

64 

102 

104 

50 

98 

104 

1955  : 

72 

89 

■  35 

West 

South  Central 

Mountain 

Pacific 

19'*'3  : 

120 

119 

115 

33 

122 

n9 

53 

no 

•  121 

191+4  : 

91+ 

73 

30 

26 

79 

79 

42 

79 

71 

191+5  : 

99 

105 

96 

28 

108 

90 

50 

n9 

106 

19I+6  : 

82 

83 

91 

23 

82 

88 

37 

74 

78 

I9I+7 

79 

96 

96 

22 

96 

96 

37 

100 

92 

191+a  : 

66 

81+ 

34 

21 

95 

94 

33 

103 

81 

19^9  : 

77 

117 

117 

22 

105 

no 

42 

in 

n7 

1950  ! 

66 

86 

88 

20 

91 

88 

39 

93 

88 

1951  : 

66 

100 

97 

22 

no 

100 

45 

n5 

102 

1952  : 

53 

58 

94 

19 

86 

36 

42  - 

93 

85 

1953  : 

52 

90 

99 

18 

95 

106 

40 

96 

100 

195I+  1/  : 

55 

105 

107 

15 

101 

105 

42 

104 

108 

1955  : 

84 

91 

90 

1/  Preliminary . 
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Table  13 •-  Chiohens  raised  and  subssnueiit  nuirbers  of  young 
chickens  on  faxms,  available  df^la,  193^  to  date 


Youiig 

chickens  on  farms, 

specified 

dates 

!                         Cctcter  1 

January  J  following 

Year 

:  Pullets 

Other 

:  Pullets 

} 

■  Laying 

'  not 

Total 

'  Laying 

;  not 

Total  1 

pullets 

vet 

young 

1/  2/ 

,  pullets 

5  yet 

■  2/ 

1/ 

laying  1/ 

chickens 

5  laying 

1 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

1  Q^D 

■>-yj^ 

.  777 
1  1  f 

198 

46 

244 

IQ^l 

"si 

156 

122 

362 

185 

44 

230 

1932 

736 

88 

167 

133 

337 

192 

45 

237  \ 

1933  . 

750 

87 

167 

i 

130 

334 

196 

42 

233  \ 

79 

1^9 

102 

331 

172 

40 

212 

1 

88 

154 

104 

346 

186 

40 

226 

71  ^ 

101 

169 

119 

390 

210 

39 

249 

1937  : 

601 

39 

159 

35 

334 

173 

42 

215 

1938  : 

651 

100 

l'^5 

102 

378 

194 

46 

242 

hQ7 
\jy  \ 

101 

186 

111 

396 

202 

51 

254  • 

1 

J.  * 

112 

180 

98 

390 

48 

240  \ 

7ij.T 

123 

205 

113 

44l 

221 

57 

278  !, 

19^2  : 

841+ 

1S7 

115 

478 

255 

63 

?19 

19^3  : 

1,001 

12l»- 

269 

151 

544 

2B2 

67 

350 

1  Qliii  • 

134 

212 

100 

447 

254 

47 

301 

128 

243 

137 

508 

269 

53 

322 

xyM-D  : 

126 

199 

87 

412 

244 

37 

281 

1947  : 

719 

131 

195 

36 

412 

243 

35 

278 

19^+8  : 

615 

125 

176 

70 

371 

227 

31 

258 

19^+9  : 

705 

iko 

185 

75 

399 

255 

32 

267 

1950  : 

635 

143 

159 

11 

378 

23^ 

30 

264 

1951  : 

663 

1^9 

172 

16 

397 

244 

32 

276 

1952  : 

617 

154 

139 

63 

356 

230 

24 

254 

1953  : 

609 

169 

144 

63 

375 

255 

26 

281 

195i^  : 

621 

192 

13^ 

48 

373 

291 

I 

1/  These  data  do  not  fiilly  reflect  revisions  released  March  11,  1955- 
2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data. 


-  19  - 


PabJa  IV.-  fhuil^tira  of  young  chicke/je  aud  pullets  on  furas    In  relat.ioii  to 
numcera  of  cMcJcens  raiced  and.  to  sex  of  purchased  chicks, 
available  data/ 1930  to  date 


[       Young  chickens  on 
1         farms,  October  1 

[      Pullets  (laying  and 
not  yet  laying)  on 
farms,  January  1 
following 

Sexed  pullets 
:  as  a  percent- 
:age  of  farmers 

raised 

'  As  a  percent- 
'stse  of  chickens 
raised 

As  a  percent- 
[age  of  chickens 
raised 

total  pur- 
chases of 

Total 

Total 

replacement 
chiefs 

Mil. 

Pr-t 
f     u  • 

ir  c  0  > 

Pet. 

777 
709 
736 
7?0 
6hk 

362 

307 
3GU 

51.1 
52.7 
51.2 

51  k 

2kk 
230 

237 
238 
212 

31.3 
32. U 
32.2 
31.8 

"^2  Q 

653 
715 
601 

Dpi 

697 

3k6 

390 

33^ 
373 

52.5 
5^.5 
55.5 
53.1 

226 
2U9 

215 
2i+2 
2SU 

3>k.h 
lk.9 
35.8 
37.2 

^6  k 

63^ 
7i+5 

l;OUl 
332 

kkl 

k7& 
3hk 
kkl 

61.6 
59.2 
56.6 
5I+.3 
53.7 

2I+O 
278 

319 
350 
301 

37.9 
37.3 
37.7 

3'4.9 
36.2 

20.9 

20.3 

390 
733 
719 

615 
705 

508 
1+12 
ki2 
371 
399 

57.0 
55.8 
57.3 
60.3 
56.6 

322 
281 
278 
258 
237' 

36.2 
38. 1 
38.6 
k2.0 

ko.i 

16.5 
22.3 
26.0 
30.0 
31.0 

635 
663 
617 
609 
621 

373 
397 
356 
375 
373 

59.5 
59.9 
57.8 
61.6 
60.1 

264 
276 
25I+ 
231 
291 

i+1.5 

ki.e 

kl.2 

ke.2 
ke.9 

32.0 
33.0 
37.0 
i<-2.0 
U3.0 

1/  ras,;e  (iata_no  not-f-J-ly  rsitlect  •  revlsicns -x^lea&ed  l%rch  11,  I955 
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In  February  195^4  farraers  reported  that  they  intended  to  buy  about 
the  same  number  of  replacement  chicks  as  a  year  earlier.    The  number 
actually  raised  was  2  percent  greater,    la  that  year,  the  number  of 
chicks  bought  early  in  the  season  was  well  above  a  year  earlier.  But 
purchases  dropped  sharply  after  the  middle  of  the  season.    In  March 
the  195*+  hatchery  output  of  replacement  cnicks  was  17  percent  above  a 
year  earlier  but  by  May  it  had  fallen  to  6  percent  below  May  1953» 

In  view  of  the  developments  so  far,  the  replacement  hatch  this 
year  is  likely  to  be  late  rather  than  early  as  in  195^-    Some  of  the  data 
by  which  lateness  or  earliness  of  hatch  can  be  judged  are  listed  in 
table  15.    Despite  the  expectation  that  hatchings  later  in  the  epring 
will  be  greater  than  in  March,  farmers'  total  purchases  of  replacement 
chicks  this  season,  and  the  member  of  chickenB  raioed  for  laying  flock 
replacement,  are  likely  to  be  lovrer  than  last  year. 

Broiler  Hatchings  Increasing; 
At  193^  Level  in  February 

Broiler  prices  since  the  beginning  of  1955  have  been  well  above 
the  195^  average  of  about  23. 0  cents  per  pound.    In  raid- January  and  mid- 
February,  prices  received  by  farmers  were  respectively  24.3  and  25-2  cents 
per  pound.    Smaller  marketings  than  a  year  ago  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  current  increases  above  last  year. 

The  reduction  in  broiler  marketings  in  January  and  February  resulted 
from  reduced  chick  placements  last  fall.    Broiler  chick  placements  in  12 
important  producing  areas  in  October  195^,  were  8  percent  lower  than  a 
year  ago.    In  November  195"+,  the  decline  from  the  year  before  was  15  per- 
cent.   In  both  months,  the  average  rate  of  placements  in  12  areas  was 
11  million  chicks  weekly. 

Broiler  chick  placements  continued  below  a  year  earlier  through 
January,  though  the  rate  was  9  percent  above  October  1954'    l^-  late  Jan- 
uary, however,  settings  of  eggs  in  incubators  in  broiler  areas  began  to 
exceed  the  year  earlier,  and  by  mid -February  weekly  chick  placements  were 
larger  than  the  year  before  by  k  percent. 

VJeekly  broiler  reports  covering  operations  through  March  5  indi- 
cated that  broiler  chick  placements  in  the  h  weeks  immediately  preceding 
were  above  comparable  I95I+  output.    They  also  indicated  large  placements 
in  the  3  following  vreeks,  because  numbers  of  eggs  set  in  incubators  in 
the  3  most  recent  weeks  covered  by  the  reports  were  respectively  101,  97; 
and  97  percent  of  last  year.    Broilers  usually  are  marketed  9  to  12  weeks 
after  hatching  or  placement  (dne  follows  the  other  by  one  or  two  days). 

Farmers '  January  Intentions  to 
Raise  Turkeys ;    Same  Number~of 

Heavy  Breeds,  Fewer  Lightweights  . 

Hatchings  of  turkey  poults  through  mid-year  will  govern  the  output 
of  heav^--  turkeys  for  slaughter  dm-ing  the  last  3  months  of  1955*  The 
production  of  light-breed  turkeys  will  be  determined  by  hatchings  continuing 
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'able  15.-  ladlcaticjrs  f^f  ch^ri^e  in  loiithly  iictribution  of  replacement 
chicks  during  hatching  season,  1S52  to  date 


Unit 


Feb 


Mar. 


Apr.  [    May    \  June  \  July 


(a)  Hatchery  output  of  chicks  for 
farm  flock  replacement 


1952 

:  Percent  of  previous  year  : 

112 

104 

92 

74 

62 

1953 

:                    do.  : 

97 

99 

100 

102 

103 

195- 

:                    do.  : 

117 

117 

109 

9h 

76 

do, 


Millions 
do. 
do. 


(b)  Young  chickens  cn  farmB  for  flock 

replacement,  first  of  month 

217.8  381.6  477.4  463.0 
214.3  377.2  467.1  459.4 
254.1     406.9    '+99.5  471.1 

(c)  Young  chickens  on  farms  for  flock 

replacement,  first  of  month 


Percent  of  previous  year 
do. 
do. 


108 
93 
119 


9^ 
99 
108 


91 
98 
107 


91 

99 
103 


Table  I6.-  Eggs  set  and  chicks  hatched  for  laying  flock  replacement, 
California,  October  1954  to  date,  with  comparisons 


Eggs  set 

Chicks  hatched 

Period 

(a) 
1953-54 

:  1954-55 

:(b)  as  a: 
: percent  ; 
:  of 
:      (a)  : 

(a)  ; 

1953-54  : 

(b) 
1954-55 

:(b)  as  a 
:  percent 
:  of 

Thous. 

Thous . 

Pet. 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Pcjt, 

Oct. -Dec,  inclusive 
Jan.  (4  weeks) 
Feb.  and  Mar., 

:  15,492 
:  7,581 

12,770 
6,137 

82 
81 

10,077 
4,905 

8,240 
3,830 

82 
78 

weeks  ending: 
Feb.  5 
12 

19 
26 

Mar.  5 

2,255 
!  2,362 
:  2,410 
:  2,339 
:  2,337 

1,852 
2,100 
1,960 
2,097 

82 

89 
81 
90 

1,494 
1,^19 
1,538 
1,605 
1,713 

1,125 
1,146 

1,235 
1,328 

75 
81 
80 
83 

Total,  Oct.  to  date 

i  3^,776 

22,751 

Extension  of  1954  data 

for  later  comparisons 
I4ar .  12 

19 

26 

Apr.  2 

:  2,315 
: 

:  2,234 
:  1,890 

1,7^^2 
1,694 
1,691 
1,690 
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Table  17 Broiler  placements  and  settings  of  eggs  in  incubators 
(f6r  broilers),  13  specialized  ai'eas,  November  1355  "to  date  l/ 


Period 


1953 

November 
December 

195^ 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1955 

January 
Week  ending: 

February  5 
12 

19 
26 

March  5 


February 


March 


19 
26 
5 


Average 
weekly 
rater 


Millions 


13,632 
lJ+,073 


1^,336 
1U,876 

15,739 
15,96U 
15,388 
15,063 
li+,7^2 
13,882 
13,113 
ll,51i+ 
12,052 
11,2U6 


12,39^ 

li+,766 
15,371 
15,U51 
15,618 

15,^60 


Percentage 
of  year 
before 


Percent 
(a)  Placements 

115 
III+ 


110 
111 
108 
108 
107 
109 
121 
121 
117 
95 
88 
80 


86 

99 
104 

101+ 

105 
102 


Percentage  of 
co«c*esponding 

item 
3  months 
prior 

Percent 


119 
126 


117 
108 
111 
111 
103 
95 
92 
90 
87 
78 
86 
86 


108 

126 

131 
122 
±2h 


(b)  Settings  of  eggs  in  incubators  2/ 


21,613 
21,227 
21,785 


101 

97 
97 


135 
130 
173 


1/  Excludes  Arkaxiseis, 

2/  Indicative  of  placements  3  weeks  later. 
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Table  l8.-  Weekly  broiler  placeoentg  in  epecialixed  areas:  broiler  prices  and 
broiler-feed  price  ratios,  Salisbury,  Maryland,  1953  195'* 


.mi. 


Week 

Places 

ents. 

•  Broiler 

Broiler-  •- 

13  axesLS 

price, 

fe«d 

rnd'lng 

■  F«r 

price 

— 

:  Weekly 

povmd. 

ratio,.  • 

lative 

'Salisbury 

Sal isbury ' 

Tbouj . 

Tbous . 

Ct. 

Lb.  feed 

Jan .  2 

:  13,047 

13,047 

■^o  1 

J .  u 

9 

:  13,251 

26,296 

26.2 

5.3 

16 

:  12,929 

39,227 

28. 0 

5.3 

23 

:    12 , 870 

52,097 

27.3 

5.1 

30 

:  13,184 

65,281 

27.6 

5.2 

r«b.  6 

:  12,863 

78,144 

27.4 

5.2 

13 

•  13,180 

91,324 

28.2 

5.4 

20 

13,622 

I0'*,9*t' 

28.3 

5.4 

27 

14,103 

119,049 

27.3 

5.2 

mr.  6 

13,962 

133, ou 

27.3 

5.2 

13 

14,624 

147,635 

27.1 

5.2 

20 

14,905 

162,540 

26.8 

5.1 

27 

Ik  k■^^ 
ia,»3J. 

1/0, yfi 

27.2 

5.2 

14,373 

191,344 

27.0 

5.1 

10 

1*,506 

206,350 

26.2 

5.0 

17 

15,005 

221,355 

26.7 

5.2 

24 

26.1 

5.0 

14,918 

251,104 

2S.8 

■5.0 

8 

14,729 

265,833 

26.0 

5.0 

15 

li*,U84 

260,317 

25.6 

4.9 

22 

14,196 

294,513 

25.4 

4.9 

29 

14, 371 

300,  OO** 

25.7 

4.9 

Jwne  5 

14,278 

323,162 

4  q 

12 

14,323 

337,485 

24.1 

4.7 

19  : 

14,148 

351,633 

24.8 

4.9 

26  : 

30«,y"*<i 

24.8 

4.9 

July  ? 

13,206 

378,148 

26.2 

5.1 

10 

12,860 

391,006 

28.3 

5-5 

17  : 

12,571 

403,579 

30.1 

5.9 

24 

Lie  ceo 

28.7 

5-6 

31 

U,507 

427,066 

28.7 

5.6 

Aug.  7 

11,188 

438,254 

28.6 

5.6 

14  : 

U,802 

450,056 

28.4 

5-5 

21  : 

U,678 

461,734 

28.5 

5.6 

28 

IjTO  Toe 

28.3 

5.5 

3ept .  : 

10,705 

483,500 

27  2 

c  -1 

U  : 

U,078 

494,578 

27.6 

5.3 

18  : 

U,449 

506,027 

28.0 

5.5 

25  : 

ij.,  5  fO 

27.5 

5.4 

Oct.    2  : 

U,125 

528,722 

26.6 

5.4 

9  : 

11,295 

540,017 

25.7 

5-2 

16  : 

11,779 

551,796 

25.2 

5.1 

23  : 

1  0  line 

25.0 

5.1 

30  : 

12,836 

577,127 

24.0 

4.9 

Ilov.  6 

13,266 

590,413 

24.3 

5.0 

13  : 

13,514 

603,927 

25.1 

5.2 

20  : 

13,764 

a7,691 

25.0 

5.1 

27  : 

13,964 

631,655 

24.3 

5-0 

Dec.  4 

14,258 

645,913 

23.2 

4.7 

11  : 

14,266 

660,179 

21.2 

4.2 

18  : 

14,559 

674,736 

18.4 

3.6 

25  : 

12,206 

686,944 

18.0 

3.5 

Total  aod  : 

686,944 

average 

26.1 

5.1 

Plac ements 

:  Broiler 

Broiler- 

•       13  areas  2j 

•       14  areas  j/  • 

22 

:  price, 
:  per 

feed 
price 

:  Weetly 

•  Cunu- 
'•  lative 

:  Weekly  : 

Cumu- 
lative '• 

states 

:    pound,  :  ratio, 
rSalisbury:  Salisbury 
:       4/     :  4/ 

Tbous. 

Tbous. 

Tbous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Ct. 

Lb.  feed 

15,075 
14,913 
14,172 
13,807 
14,451 

15,075 
29,968 
44,160 
57,967 
72,4l8 

18,243 
18,008 
17,031 
16,550 
17,504 

16,243 
36,251 
53,282 
69,832 
87,336 

22.5 
22.2 
24.3 
23.0 

4.4 
4.4 
4.8 
U.J 

4  ^ 

14,911 
14,804 
14,896 
14,091 

87,329 
102,133 
117,029 
131,920 

17,840 
17,809 
18,036 
16,043 

105,176 
122.  96'5 
141,021 
159,064 

20.9 
20.4 
21.1 
20.4 

4.0 
3-9 
4.1 
4.0 

15,143 
15,531 

IS  ^70 
ly 

16,267 

147,063 
162, 591* 

194,540 

18,363 
18,905 

19,676 

177,427 
196,332 

23^,953 

21.9 
21.9 
22.4 
24.1 

4.2 
4.2 
'».3 
4.6 

16,074 

16,062 

XO,  **<JH 

15,964 

210,614 
226,676 
,  0C30 

259,064 

19,529 

19,468 
19,964 
19,329 

254,482 
273,950 
293,934 
313,263 

24.4 
25.1 
23-9 
23.0 

'*.7 
4.8 
4.6 

15,408 
15,854 
16,138 
15,206 
11*.  355 

274,472 
290,326 
306,464 
321,670 
336,025 

18,658 
19,269 
19,818 
18,662 
17,719 

331,921 
351,190 
371,008 
389, 670 
407,369 

cX  *  0 

21.8 
22.1 
24.5 
25.0 

L  n 
H  » u 

4.1 
4.1 
4.6 
4.8 

14,396 
14,690 
15 . 341 
15,447 

350,421 
365,111 
380,452 
395,899 

17,720 
18,021 
18,772 
16,907 

425,109 
443,130 
461,902 
480,809 

24.7 
25.4 
25.2 
25.1 

4.7 
4.8 
4.8 

'+.7 

15,441 
15,136 
15,018 
14,328 
I4,4fi7 

411,340 
426,476 
441,494 
455,822 
470,309 

18,991 
18, 400 
18,296 
17,504 
17,674 

499,800 
518,200 
536,496 
554,000 
571,674 

24,3 
25.3 
25.5 
24.9 
25.2 

4.6 
4.8 
4.9 

4.8 

13,915 
13,834 
13,998 
13,782 

464,224 
498,058 
512,056 
525,838 

16,930 
16,688 
17,033 
16,816 

588,604 
605,292 
622,325 
639, iin 

25.0 
24.8 
25.3 
25.0 

4.3 

4.8 
h.7 

13,302 
13,468 
13,006 
12,952 

539,11^ 
552,626 
565,634 
578,586 

16,33'* 
16,392 
15,918 
15,961 

655,475 
671,667 
687,785 
703,7'*6 

24.3 
24.1 
23.0 
20.1 

4.6 
4.6 

4.^ 
4.1 

12,819 
11, 586 
11,387 
U,426 
11,659 

591,'t05 
602,991 
614,378 
625,804 
637,463 

15,855 
14,300 
14, 014 
14,127 
14,271 

719,601 
733,901 
747,915 
762,042 
776,313 

14, 314 
14,176 
14,062 
l'*,'*53 

19.2 
18.0 
20.8 

20.5 

22.6 

3.9 
3.6 
4.2 
k.£ 

h.-7 

11,674 
11,722 
12,618 
12,193 

649,137 
660,359 
673, '+77 
685,670 

14,311 
14,372 
15,306 
l'*,953 

790,624 
604,996 
820,304 
835,257 

14,603 
14,931 
15,771 
15,434 

21.8 
20.1 
18.6 
18.3 

k.-. 
4.0 
3.7 

J' 

12,1*59 
11,518 
11,842 
8,996 

698,129 
709,647 
721,489 
730,485 

15,249 
14,263 
14,549 
11,316 

850,506 
664,769 
679,318 
890,636 

15,656 
14,533 
14,801 
11,331 

19.4 
19.1 
18.5 
18.4 

3-9 

3-B 
3-7 
3.7 

730,485 

680,636 

17'*,265 

22.5 

4.4 

1/  Dates  are  for  1954;  1953  for  corresponding  weeks.    2/  I3  areas:    Ala.,  Calif.,  Conn.,  Del-Mar-Va,  Kla.,  Oa.,  Inc., 
Maine,  Miss.,  R.  Car.,  Oreg.,  Shen.  Valley,  and  Texas.    Excludes  Ark.    ^  14  areas:    Same  areas  as  above  and  includlr.'g 
Arkansas.    For  weeks  January  2  to  July  10,  Includes  only  R.  W.  Arkansas.    Weeks  thereafter,  for  entire  State.    4/  For 
weeks  ending  on  Thursday. 
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Table  19'-  Weekly  placements  of  broiler  chicks  In  lU  specialised  areas, 
195'*,  and  annual  totals,  1953  and  I95I*  1/ 


wee& 

bana 

North 
West 
Ark. 

2/ 

fomla 

Con- 
nect- 
icut 

Del- 
Mar- 
Va. 

Flor- 
ida 

Georgia 

Indi- 
ana 

Maine 

Mi  aal a. 

slppl 

N .  Car- 
olina 

Oregon 

Shen. 
Valley 
(Va. 

and 
W.  Va.  )" 

Texas 

TbouB. 

Tbous. 

Tbous. 

Thous. 

Tbous. 

Tbous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Tbous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Thous. 

Jan.  2 

997 

1,19'* 

1,1W* 

1*63 

2,836 

275 

3,168 

759 

651* 

907 

1,099 

94 

970 

1,709 

9 

991 

1,071* 

1,230 

511 

2,881* 

273 

3,095 

802 

516 

908 

1,122 

84 

909 

1,588 

16 

997 

1,108 

1,16U 

1*01 

2,603 

261* 

2,059 

819 

568 

885 

1,059 

97 

879 

1,577 

23 

908 

956 

1,136 

359 

2,656 

251* 

2, 71*3 

829 

52I* 

839 

1,155 

88 

950 

1,366 

30 

900 

1,096 

1,205 

1*87 

2,860 

232 

3,053 

826 

566 

801* 

1,123 

113 

944 

1,338 

Feb.  6 

1,062 

1,105 

1,131 

1*65 

2,91*8 

280 

2,929 

796 

615 

896 

1,161 

119 

1,020 

1,489 

13 

952 

1,112 

1,151 

1*57 

2,878 

250 

3,005 

861 

571 

895 

1,156 

162 

1,004 

1,462 

20 

1,037 

996 

1,11*3 

532 

2,782 

257 

3,11*0 

81*1* 

515 

856 

1,161 

146 

1,019 

1,464 

27 

1,0U2 

1,129 

1,177 

615 

2,579 

21*3 

3,152 

771* 

569 

919 

1,153 

116 

1,071 

1,481 

Mar.  6 

l,0i*7 

1,032 

1,165 

579 

2,6U2 

259 

3,220 

821* 

581 

862 

1,191 

152 

1,089 

1,532 

13 

1,123 

1,018 

1,126 

533 

2,752 

287 

Ji  J  (*+ 

782 

609 

933 

1,223 

136 

1,099 

1,554 

20 

1,123 

1,109 

1,121 

503 

2,80l* 

269 

3,266 

775 

581 

1,022 

1,191 

170 

1,163 

1,691 

27 

1,1U2 

1,133 

1,238 

1*81* 

2,939 

359 

3,1*09 

919 

613 

1,000 

1,21*1 

142 

1,069 

1,712 

Apr.  3 

1,125 

1,158 

1,232 

511 

2,951* 

331 

3,^*55 

71*2 

561* 

1,051 

l,2ll* 

110 

1,160 

1,625 

10 

1,127 

1,081 

1,225 

1*18 

3,173 

253 

3, '♦06 

910 

661 

926 

1,11*3 

111 

1,136 

1,573 

17 

i.oUl 

993 

1,325 

1*87 

3,21*5 

251 

3,580 

817 

6OO 

1,001 

1,225 

137 

1,060 

1,555 

2k 

1,053 

1,049 

1,26U 

3,1'*3 

260 

3, 31*5 

857 

623 

91*3 

1,212 

155 

1,135 

1,543 

May  1 

8 

1,037 

1,150 

1,11*9 

1*55 

3,051 

261 

3,250 

763 

570 

913 

1,221 

130 

1,128 

1,480 

1,101 

1,150 

1,250 

569 

2,973 

235 

3,'*15 

83I* 

612 

91*8 

1,198 

157 

1,093 

1,464 

A? 

1  071 

1  is4 

1  ISO 

70Q 

2  <362 

281 

^  680 

896 

52I* 

91*9 

1,277 

154 

1,081 

l,4o4 

22 

1,0U9 

1,097 

1,196 

51*0 

2,603 

21*7 

3,1*56 

815 

553 

817 

1,251* 

189 

1,098 

1.389 

29 

939 

1,120 

1,112 

1*06 

2,361 

21*2 

3,361* 

71*8 

61*8 

191 

1,184 

127 

1,086 

1>3'*1 

June  5 

1,102 

919 

1,110 

1*86 

2,182 

223 

3,321* 

771 

608 

851 

1,253 

156 

943 

1,387 

12 

959 

1,031 

1,138 

51*0 

2,61*8 

216 

3,331 

751* 

571* 

875 

1,156 

129 

1,003 

1,367 

19 

960 

1,068 

1,106 

526 

2,996 

201 

3, 1*31 

805 

662 

851 

1,21*2 

X2U 

999 

1,1*33 

26 

1,010 

998 

1,137 

577 

3,057 

207 

3,1*60 

793 

619 

889 

1,229 

112 

985 

1,372 

948 
969 
941 
896 
982 

872 
886 
871 
1,000 

958 
971 
830 
938 

1,000 

970 

1,079 
1,015 
1,011 

934 
940 
934 
859 

938 
820 
797 


1,102 
1,064 
1,629 
1,495 
1,361 

1,298 
1,131* 
1,3"*^* 
1,520 

1,662 
1,591 
1,445 
1.454 

1,1*35 
1,286 
1,301 
1,372 
1,186 

1,108 
1,255 
1,220 
1,274 

1,302 
1,241 
1,212 


1,015 
l,ll4 
1,031 
1,006 
968 

923 
993 
1,020 
938 

971 
953 
968 
936 

920 
935 
919 
877 
878 

877 
892 
921 
892 

910 
812 
802 


575 
486 
466 
337 
376 

327 
489 
517 
401 

290 

436 
382 
85 

369 
344 
386 
383 
31*3 

378 
342 
437 
428 

495 
439 
474 


3,006 
2,958 
3,062 
2,808 
2,931* 

2,793 
2,579 
2,588 
2,600 

2,273 
2,444 
2,370 
2,426 

2,196 
1,967 
1,838 
1,760 
1,889 

2,138 
2,098 
2,309 
2,095 

2,273 
2,050 
2,234 


215 
196 
193 
208 
200 

230 
215 
204 
225 

210 
218 
200 
192 

160 
198 
l49 

160 
175 

167 
181 
162 
160 

174 
144 
153 


3,550 
3,264 
3,278 
3,176 
3,187 

3,015 
2.854 
3.035 
3.034 

3,032 
2.904 
2,912 
3.009 

3,036 
2,711* 
2,627 
2,701 
2,612 

2,637 
2.650 
2,690 
2,760 

2,790 
2,71*5 
2,707 


687 
762 
775 
681 
716 

693 
708 
751 
676 

668 
691 
640 
615 

598 
489 
420 
507 
600 

482 

510 
637 
652 

599 
542 

513 


638 
644 
661 
642 
652 

620 
683 
656 
616 

697 
633 
611 
577 

630 
472 
590 
501 
609 

488 
537 
560 
538 

637 
572 
572 


946 
846 
788 
760 
667 

701 
730 
695 
734 

763 
736 
706 
649 

660 
688 
694 
718 
655 

606 
534 
703 
671 

644 

601 
622 


1.239 
1,228 
1,243 
1,222 
1,180 

1,196 
1,223 

1,233 
1,214 

1,171 
1.089 
1,150 
1,013 

1,024 
858 
8l4 
878 
798 

■  875 
912 
993 
935 

917 
903 
915 


144 
135 
106 
150 
104 

95 
91 
99 
70 

105 
69 
69 
63 

81 

as 

68 
74 
80 

82 
71 
115 
102 

92 
89 
U4 


1.038 
1.045 
981 
1,044 
1.146 

1,139 
1,175 
1,139 
2.,  020 

929 

933 
798 
656 

753 
477 
4o9 
456 
598 

635 

115 
320 

7)0 
648 
670 


1,41*0 
1,1*89 
1,1*93 
1,398 
1.375 

1.311 
1,208 
1,190 
1,254 

1.235 
1,411 
1.370 
1.1*93 

1.392 
1,386 
1,391* 
1.396 
1,411 

1.375 
1.323 
1.382 
1,281 

1,280 
1,153 
1,269 


f  f  1 
?0|?3i 

—  54.698 

23,668  134,740 

11,529  160,151 

37.122 

30.976 

41,629 

?7|627 

?,841 

48.291 

73.282 

':  32,384 

—  53,267 

23,026  149,545 

11,106  133,258 

2^,101 

37,87? 

53.578 

5.256 

1*8,689 

70,507 

-10 


20 


-6 


10 


11 


-1 


1/  Weekly  totals  for  the  13  areas  (excluding  N.  W.  Arkansas)  are  shown  In  table  I8. 

2/  For  weeks  January  2  to  July  10  includes  only  R.  W.  Arkansas.    Weeks  thereafter,  for  entire  State. 
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a  month  or  two  after  mid-year.    Reports  available  to  early  March  did  not 
cl-early  indicate  the  volume  of  production  for  the  remainder  of  the  season, 
particularly  for  heavy-tj'pe  turkeys. 

The  195U  crop  of  6I.O  million  turkeys  {h2,9  million  heavy-hreed 
birds,  18.1  million  light -breeds )  was  9  percent  above  the  year  before. 
September -December  prices  for  the  crop  averaged  28.2  cents  per  pound 
(live),  $.3  cents  below  I953  and  the  lowest  since  19U2.    Feed  prices  were 
about  the  same  in  I95I1  as  in  1953.    Ordinarily,  such  a  reduction  in  tur- 
key prices  would  result  in  a  reduction  in  tvirkey  production  the  following 
year. 

Farmers'  January  intentions  were  to  grow  the  same  number  of  heavy- 
breed  turkeys  that  they  raised  in  1954.    From  last  July  1  to  February  1, 
however,  5  percent  more  heavy -breed  turkeys  than  last  year  had  been 
tested  for  inclusion  in  breeding  flocks,  and  hatchings  of  heavy -breed 
poults  from  October  1,  195U  through  January  totaled  2.0  million  this  year 
ccr.pared  to  1.7  million  a  year  earlier.    However,  the  eggs  in  incubators 
on  February  1  were  11  percent  fewer  than  last  year.    An  equivalent  per- 
centage decrease  in  February  hatchings  would  more  than  offset  the  extra 
output  of  heavy -breed  po'olts  from  earlier  hatchings. 

In  11  States  where  turkey  hatching  operations  are  reported  weekly, 
settings  of  heavy-breed  eggs  in  the  k  weeks  ending  February  26  (and  thus 
representative  of  February)  were  more  than  double  the  corresponding  Jan- 
uary activity,  and  poults  hatched  during  h  February  weeks  were  also 
double  the  preceding  k  weeks.      The    increase    in  hatchings  however,, 
was  smaller  percentagewise  than  the  January  to  February  increase  for  the 
entire  U.  8.  in  195!+.    These  11  States  in  195!+  accounted  for  about  65  per- 
cent of  the  year's  production  of  heavy -breed  poults,  l/ 

For  light-breed  turkeys,  the  situation  is  somewhat  clearer.  Farmers 
January  intentions  were  to  buy  11  percent  fewer  poults.    Testings  of 
breeders,  from  July  1,  1954  to  February  1,  1955,  were  25  percent  below, 
the  year  earlier.    However,  hatchery  output  for  November,  December,  and 
January  was  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    Eggs  in  incubators  February  1 
were  20  percent  below  last  February  1.    The  11 -State  report  also  indicates 
a  smaller  crop  since  it  shows  a  decline  of  12  percent  from  January  to 
February  in  hatchings  of  light-weight  breeds,  whereas  in  195^  in  the  U.  S. 
the  January -February  change  was  a  decrease  of  only  6  percent. 

Storage  holdings  of  turkeys  are  new  smaller  than  last  year.    In  35 
principal  cities,  March  5  holdings  were  65  million  pounds,  5  million  be- 
low a  year  earlier.    At  the  end  of  the  week  of  December  11,  when  the 
195^-55  holdings  in  the  35  cities  were  at  their  peak,  stocks  were  3  mil- 
lion pounds  below  a  year  earlier. 

On  a  nationwide  basis,  storage  holdings  of  123  million  pounds  of 
turkey  on  February  1  were  2  percent  below  a  year  earlier,  while  the  1954 
turkey  crop  was  9  percent  larger  (in  number)  than  the  I953  crop.    On  Decem- 
ber 1,  when  fir St -of -month  storage  holdings  based  on  the  1954  turkey  crop 
were  at  their  peak,  the  total  of  l47  million  pounds  was  11  million  pounds 
above  the  year  before.    The  Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries  has 
made  a  survey  of  the  composition  of  the  February  1^  1955^  storage  holdings 
of  turkey,  with  results  as  indicated  in  table  23. 


17  Petxa, ,  Mich. ,  Wise,  Minn.,  Iowa,  Va.,  N.  Car.,  S.  Car.,  Texas,  Wash., 
and  Calif. 
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Table  22.-  Turkey  hatchery  operations  in  11  States  with  comparisons 


Period 
(1955  unless 
otherwise  stated) 


h  weeks  in  January 
Weeks  ending: 
February  5 

12 

19 

26 

k  weeks  in  February 
k  weeks  in  Feb . ,  as  a  percent  of 
h-  v.'eeks  in  Jan. 


Month  of  Feb.,  195^+  as  a  vercent 

of  Jan.  195^^,  1/  U.  S. 
Month  of  Jan.,  11  Sxates,  as 

a  percent  of  U.  S. 


Unit 


Thous . 

Thous , 
Thous . 
Thous . 
Thous . 
Thous . 

Pet. 


Pet. 
Pet. 


Heavy  breeds 


Eggs 
set 


Poults 
hatched 


Light  breeds 


Eggs 
set 


Poults 
hatched 


3,^25 

1,585 
1,375 

2,232 
2,293 
7,905 

233 


(a)  11  States 
923  1,598 


393 
409 
559 
67^^ 
2,035 


22c 


409 
326 
334 
320 
1,389 

87 


1,012 

225 
215 
211 

239 
890 

88 


(b)  United  States,  and  comparisons 
with  United  States 


306 
92 


75 


1/  After  adjustment  for  leng-ch  of  month:    February  as  a  percent  of  Jan.  7  3I/28. 


Table  23  .  -  T' 

^keys; 

Composition  of  storage  stocks 

available  data, 

Septembe 

r  1952  to  date 

Percentage  of 

total  reported 

holdings. 

by  weight 

Classification 

:  S 

ept  ember 

30 

Ja 

nuary  3I 

1952 

;  1953 

:  1954 

;  1953  ; 

1954  • 

1955 

•  Pet. 

Pet. 

Fct . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Eviscerated  torn  turkeys 

!  26 

36 

41 

55 

73 

72 

Eviscerated  hen  turkeys 

37 

45 

46 

10 

8 

18 

Eviscerated  broiler-fryer 

type  turkeys 

8 

11 

7 

•  1 

3 

4 

N.  Y.  dressed  torn  turkeys 

12 

5 

5 

26 

15 

k 

N.  Y.  dressed  hen  turkeys 

17 

3 

1 

8 

1 

2 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil . lb . 

Mil. lb.    Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Size  of  sample  on  which 

percentages  are  based 

53 

h6 

50 

89 

87 

80 

Total  U.  S.  cold-storage  ; 

holdings,  same  date 

71 

69 

78 

l43 

125 

123 

Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries. 
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MARKETING  MARGINS  FOR  POUI.TRY  AND  EGGS  1/ 

Farm  and  retail  prices  of  eggs,  chickens,  and  turkeys  fell  sharply 
during  1954,  primarily  because  of  record  output  of  these  comoditles.  In 
contrast,  marketing  margins  remained  canparativtly  stablb  or  vadened  slightly* 
The  stability  in  margins  largel;^'  reflects  rigidities  in  marketing  coats. 
For  example f  in  195^  wage  rates,  transportation  rates,  and  costs  of  con- 
tainers and  supplies  did  not  change  appreciably. 

With  marketir^  margins  fairly  stable  in  cents  per  unit  and  both  re- 
tail and  farm  prices  lower,  margins  as  a  percentage  of  retail  prices  widened 
considerably  in  1954.    In  other  words,  the  farmer ♦s  share  of  the  dollar 
spent  by  the  consumer  for  poultry  and  eggs  fell  sharply.    These  conclusions 
are  based  on  analj^^es  of  data  obtained  by  the  Department  from  regular 
sources  and  from  special  studies  conducted  during  the  past  year. 

Retail  and  farm  prices  of  eggs  in  1954  were  well  below  1953  in  all 
months  except  January  and  February,    Available  data  indicate  that  marketing 
margins  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  1954  were  about  the  same  in  cents 
per  dozen  as  a  year  earlier  but  that  the  margin  in  the  fourth  quarter  was 
about  2  cents  per  dozen  wider.    Because  of  deficiencies  in  retail  price 
data,  it  is  not  certain  that  margins  in  the  fourth  quarter  actually  in- 
creased.   Retail  prices  of  eggs  for  the  United  States  are  available  only 
for  Large  Grade  A  eggs.    From  this  price.  United  States  average  prices  for 
aLl  eggs  sold  at  retail  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  past  price  relation- 
ships among  sizes  and  grades  of  eggs.    From  price  reports  available  for 
only  a  few  cities,  it  appears  that  differentials  among  prices  of  large  and 
smaller  si«ed  eggs  were  much  wider  in  the  fall  of  1954  than  in  earlier 
years.    Therefore,  the  actual  retail  price  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  in 
the  fourth  quarter  may  have  been  slightly  lower  than  the  estimated  price. 

Retail  prices  and  farm  values  of  fryers  or  broilers  in  1954  were 
well  below  1953  but  marketing  margins  in  cents  per  pound  were  about  the 
sane.    Farm  prices  of  comnercial  broilers  in  major  producing  areas  declined  ' 
substantially  in  1953  and  1954.    While  retail  prices  fluctuated  considerably, 
the  general  trend  was  downward.    Farm-to-retail  price  spreads  in  general 
remained  fairly  steady  in  cents  per  pound,  but  as  percentages  of  the  retail 
price  they  widened  substantially. 

Farm  prices  of  turkeys  in  major  producing  areas  in  early  November  1954 
were  down  as  much  as  9  cents  per  pound  frcan  prices  in  November  1953.  In 
general,  prices  of  heavier  birds  fell  more  than  prices  of  light-breed  tur- 
keys.   In  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  fam  prices 
of  heavy-breed  turkeys  were  down  7  to  8  cents  from  November  1953,  vAiile 
prices  of  light -breed  turkeys  were  dov/n  about  6  cents.    The  U.  S.  average 
price  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  in  October-December  1954  averaged 
28,4  cents  per  pound  (live),  as  ccanpared  with  33.9  cents  the  year  before. 


i/  Adapted  frcm  an  article  prepared  by  Robert  M,  Conlogue  and  Norria  T, 
Prit chard,  AMS,  and  originally  published  in  Hia  Marketing  azil  Transportation 
Situation.  January  1955. 


PES -176 


-  30  - 


Gross  farm-tc -retail  margins  on  all  turkeys  ^  at  about  9  "to  lU  cents 
per  pound,  ready-to-cook  ba^is,  were  about  the  same  cr  slightly  lower  in 
November  195U  than  in  November  1953-    But,  as  a  percentage  of  the  lower 
retail  prices,  gross  margins  were  larger  in  195^-    Margins  were  generally 
smallest  on  the  heaviest  birds.    Manj'  retailers,  particularly  chain  stores, 
appeared  to  be  taking  exceedingly  low  margins  on  turkeys  sold  in  the  weeks 
immediately  preceding  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.    This  is  not  unusual 
during  those  weeks . 


Table  2k.-  Turkeys:    Growth  rates  and  feed  consumption,  hens  and  toms 


Hens  1/ 

Toms  1/ 

Age 

Aver- 
age 
weight 

Gain  in 
weight 

for 
month 

Total 
feed 
required 
to  date 

Feed 
required 

per 
pound 
gain  to 

date 

.  Aver- 
age 
: weight 

Gain  in 
weight 

for 
month 

Total 

feed 

required 

to  date 

Feed 
required 

per 
pound 
gain  to 

date 

Months 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

:  Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

1 

1-3 

1.18 

1.9 

1.6 

1.5 

1.38 

2.2 

1.6 

•  2 

i4-.0 

2.7 

8.2 

2.1 

1+.6 

3.1 

2.1 

3 

7.1 

3.1 

19.0 

2.7 

9.3 

U.7 

23.0 

2.5 

k 

10.1 

3.0 

32.0 

3.3 

Ik.C 

h.l 

i^3.0 

3.1 

5 

12.8 

2.7 

U7.O 

3.7 

18.7 

h.l 

63.0 

3.i^ 

6 

I  15.0 

2.2 

67.0 

U.5 

23.h 

h.l 

82.0 

3.5 

1/  Broad -Breasted  Bronze  and  Empire  White. 


M.  L.  Scott,  Cornell  University,  tn  Turkey  VJorld,  January  1955- 
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Index  of  Special  Articles,  Features,  and  Other  Selected  Items, 
Poultry  and  E&g  Situation,  January  195^ -March  1955* 


Item 

Broilers: 

Age  at  marketiog, 

Del4<ar-Va 
Prices 

Placements,  weekly  and 

anniift":  totals 
Production 
Reporting  coverage 

extended 

Canada:  egg  price  support 
extended  for  1954 

Chickens: 

Breed  distribution  in 
hatchery  supply  flocks, 
NPIP 

Intentions  to  raise 
Number  on  farms,  Jan.  1 
Number  raised  and 

disposition 
Sales,  slaughter,  live 

weight 

Chicks: 

Prices  paid  by  farmers 
Production  and  presumed  dis- 
tribution between  broilers 
and  other  pxirposes 
Purchases  by  farmers  of 
sexed  chicks 

CoQffumption : 

Civilian  per  capita,  eggs, 
poultry,  red  meats,  fish 
New  series  for  shell  eggs 

Culling,  factors  indicative  of 


Demand ;  tabulation  of  factors 
bearing  upon  egg  and  poultry 
prices  and  disappearance 

Egg  solids: 

Disappearance,  production, 
stocks 

Sought  for  school  lunches 
Eggs: 

Cost  and  profit  factors 
Hatching  use 
Household  practices  in 

the  use  of 
Prices  172,  173, 

Production,  171, 

in  specified  coxmtries 
Ratio,  egg-feed  price 


Issue  No.  + 


172 
171,  175 

170,  174,  175,  176 
171,  173,  175 


Item 


Issue  No.  + 


174 


169 


174 
170,  176 
171 

171,  173,  176 
171 

173 

172,  175 
170,  176 


170,  173 
175 

173,  176 


173,  175 


171,  173 
175 


171 
175,  176 


17U, 
173, 


172 

175; 

173 
173 


176 
175 


Receipts,  weekly,  at  selected 

markets  I76 
Stocks,  shell  and  frozen       173,  175,  176 

Storage,  significance  of  175 

Value  of  output  171 

Flock  ccmpositlon ;  Oct.  1  and 

Jan.  1  following  173 

Future  prices,  eggs,  on  the 

Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange  175 

Hens  and  pullets: 

Number  on  farms  175,  176 

Survival  of  Jan.  1  numbers  174 

Income  from  poultry  and  eggs  171,  173 

Layers: 

Number  on  farms  173,  176 
Rate  of  lay                         169,  173,  176 

Liquid  and  frozen  egg 

disappeareuice  173 

Marketing  margins  for  potiltry 

and  eggs  176 

Parity  prices,  new  bases  for  170 

Poultry: 

Feed  inputs,  price  relation- 
ships 173 
Output  and  V8d.ue  171 
Product -feed  price  ratios  173 
Seasonality  of  slaughter  170 

Turkeys: 

Disposition  and  related  data     171,  17'<- 
Feed  consumption  for  hens 

and  toms  I76 

Hatchery  operations  I76 

Intentions  to  raise,  Jan.  1  175,  176 

Number  on  farms,  Jan.  1  17I 
Number  raised                       173,  175,  176 
Official  testings  for 

inclusion  in  breeder 

flocks                       173,  17*1,  175,  176 
Poults  hatched  by  commer- 
cial hatcheries  175,  176 
Preparations  for  1955  Crop  175 
Prices  17'+ 
Sales  by  farmers,  monthly 

distribution  173 
Stocks                                  173,  17^,  176 

Weight,  live  171 


♦  The  last  preceding  index,  covering  1953,  vas  published  in  the  Jan. -Feb.  1954  issue. 
+  Issues  for  195^*:  I69,  Jan. -Feb.;  170,  Mar. -Apr.;  I7I,  May-June;  172,  J'oly-Aug.:  173,  Sept.- 
Oct.  (Ann'l.  Outlook  issue);  174,  Nov. -Dec.    Issues  for  1955:  175,  Jan. -Feb.;  176,  Mar.^pr. 
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OFFICIAL  3'JSINESS 

AMS -PES -176 -3/5  5 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  pcatage  $3C0 


If  you  no  longer  need  this 
publication,  check  here  /  J 
return  this  sheet ,  and  your 
name  will  be  dropped  fron  the 
mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be 
changed,  write  the  new  address 
on  this  sheet  and  return  the  whole 
sheet  to; 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 
United  States  Department  of 
Agri  cult  lore 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


